
 
Notice from

  the Superintendent   

Dear Members of the River Vale Community,
 
As you may be aware, disturbingly, symbols of hatred have recently been found in a
number of schools in Bergen County.  Again, the River Vale School District stands in
solidarity with our neighboring districts and condemns all acts of anti-Semitism, racism,
and bigotry in the strongest way possible - this type of behavior cannot be tolerated
in our society.

Although this has not occurred in River Vale, we wanted to reinforce the District's
belief in the importance of our educational program, beginning with the "Compassionate
Citizen" part of our Portrait of a Graduate, which speaks to students recognizing that
inclusion, compassion, empathy, and respecting the similarities and differences of
others is an integral part of citizenship.  

Our curriculum seeks to educate students as to the devastating impact of anti-
Semitism, racism, and bigotry, as well as the power of character education in
embracing and appreciating peoples' differences.  These themes are reinforced in an
age-appropriate way through literature and interdisciplinary units at all three schools,
along with specific character education programs such as Holdrum's morning advisory,
which highlights the topics of respect, empathy, compassion, and acceptance of
others. 

As a school community, we will continue to engage in meaningful conversations with
our students to help them grow as people.  As a parent, you may want to talk to your
child at home about this difficult topic, which of course, we understand.  If you feel
you need support in this area please feel free to reach out to one of our guidance
counselors so we may assist you.  

Finally, we realize that despite our collective efforts, River Vale is not necessarily
immune to something like this occurring.  You can rest assured, however, that working
in partnership with the River Vale Police Department, we would use all resources at our
disposal to identify anyone who would commit such an act, and would address it with
the utmost of seriousness. 

If you have any further questions about the District's curricular approach to this topic,
please reach out to your child's building principal or the District's Supervisor of
Curriculum, Mrs. Dowling.

Together, our partnership will continue to help instill in students the positive and
important values we all share for their growth.

 
Sincerely,
Rory McCourt
Superintendent of Schools


